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The Poet doubted if even such vocational divisions, when perpetuated,
led to anything else but sterility in the long run. The Poet contended that
to make this depend on birth was unscientific and unnatural because in man-
kind nature aimed at variety and personal choice and freedom.1

Mr. Gandhi again explained with great earnestness and elaboration his
own position. In the end the Poet asked him to explain at length his charkha
and khaddar programme.

Mr. Gandhi described his own experience in East Bengal, and how the
revival of spinning had already put new life into the villages there. The Poet
was evidently deeply impressed because his own heart has ever been touched
by the sufferings of the villagers. Mr. Gandhi explained clearly that he did
not wish the educated classes to do anything else, except to spin for a very
limited time every day, in order to represent in a living way, their sympathy
with the poor and the oppressed, and the brotherhood of man. He asked the
Poet for his own invaluable help in the great enterprise which he had under-
taken. After the most cordial greeting the interview came to a close,
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KATHIAWAR'S CONTRIBUTION

The people of Kathiawar were required to contribute Rs.
20,000 for the propagation of khadi. Shri Manilal Kothari has
sent me a telegram, saying that the sum has been collected*
In his latest telegram he informs me that he has received from a,
friend Rs. 5,000 for cotton and Rs. 1,000 for distributing spin-
ning-wheels to the poor. This together with the funds col-
lected by me adds up to Rs. 20,000. I thank the people of
Kathiawar and Shri Manilal for having made up the required
sum with such speed.2

PRISONER PRAGJI DESAI*    *

Shri Kalyanji, who has just returned after seeing Shri Pragji
in Karachi writes:4

1 This sentence is from a report in The Hindu, 1-6-1925.

2 Here followed a paragraph under the caption "A Century-old Spinning,
wheel", not reproduced here. Gandhiji had written in more or less identical
terms under "Notes", 28-5-1925.

3 Pragji Khandubhai Desai, Gandhiji's associate in South Africa; later,
Congress worker in Gujarat

4 The letter is not translated here.   The correspondent  had stated that
Pragji was quite comfortable in the prison and wanted Gandhiji to know that
he was not the kind of prisoner he used to be in South Africa.